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* FOREWARD  * 


This  is  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  prepared  by 
the  Wyoming  State  Office, 

The  entire  19^6"  program  had  but  one  objecti  ve 
— to  offer  conservation  practices  and  practical  assis- 
tance THAT  WOULD  HELP  FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS  TO  CONTINUE 
TO  PRODUCE  THE  FOOD  NEEDED  TO  THE  BEST  OF  THE! R ABILITY* 

Thus,  the  purposes  of  this  report  are  to  present  a sum- 
mary OF  THE  CONSERVATION  PRACTICES  THAT  WYOMING  FARMERS 
AND  RANCHERS  CARRIED  OUT  AND  THE  EXTENT  TO  WHICH  OTHER 
PHASES  OF  THE  PROGRAM  WERE  UTILIZED, 

There  are  ten  parts  to  the  report,  covering  all 

PHASES  OF  THE  PROGRAM  AS  SHOWN  IN  THE  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS, 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  those  who  read  and 

STUDY  THE  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  REPORT  WILL  FIND  IT  OF 
VALUE  IN  DETERMINING  WH  AT  WYOMING  FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS 
HAVE  DONE  TOWARD  EFFECTUATING  THE  PURPOSES  FOR  WHICH  THE 
PROGRAM  WAS  ESTABLISHED, 
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1946  ANNUAL  REPORT 

— Wyoming  — - 


INTRODUCTION 


In  thinking  of  a farm  program  and  the  need  for  a sound  farm  program  jn 

THE  FUTURE,  fT  SEEMS  IMPORTANT  TO  LOOK  SACK  THROUGH  THE  RECORDS  FROM  THE  CLOSE 
OF  THE  FIRST  WORLD  VVaR  TO  THE  PRESENT.  By  EXAMINING  THE  EVENTS  DURING  THESE  YEARS, 
WE  .MAY  3 E ADLE  TO  FORESEE  SOME  OF  THE  PROBLEMS  TO  BE  ENCOUNTERED  IN  THE  NEXT  FEW 
YEARS. 


The  first  World  War  created  a demand  for  agricultural  products  never  be- 
fore known.  During  this  period  some  forty  million  acres  of  virgin  grassland  were 
plowed  up  to  produce  food  for  our  armies  and  our  allies. 

But,  during  the  so-called  prosperous  period  of  the  lJ20xst  agriculture 
w as  released  from  prosperity  into  depression.  Why  such  a change?  The  records  show 
that  it  was  because  nations  cut  off  their  wartime  purchases  and  put  forth,  every 

EFFORT  TO  3 E SELF-SUFFICIENT  IN  FOOD  PRODUCTION;  AMERICA  CHANGED  FROM  A DEBTOR.  TO 
A CREDITOR  NATION,  WHICH  MEANT  THAT  FARM  PRODUCTS  WERE  NO  LONGER  NEEDED  TO  PAY 

her  debts;  American  surplus  farm  products  were  meeting  an  ever  increasing  compe- 
tition from  OTHER  COUNJRI ES ; WITH  LIMITED  MARKETS,  AMERICAN  FARMERS  FOUND  THEIR 
CAPACITY  TO  PRODUCE  INCREASED  BECAUSE  OF  RAF  ID  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  CULTURAL  METHODS 
and  use  of  machinery;  THE  GROWTH  OF  MONOPOLY  AND  PRICE  fixing  by  CORPORATIONS, 

AND  THE  FACT  THAT  WE  QUIT  LOANING  TO  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES  THE  MONEY  WITH  WHICH  TO 
PURCHASE  OUR  PRODUCTS, 

IN  SHORT,  THE  AMERICAN  FARMERS  HAD  MORE  ACRES  PRODUCING  MORE  EFFICIENTLY 
WITH  SMALLER  MARKET  OUTLETS,  A GREATLY  INCREASED  DEBT  BURDEN  AND  GREATLY  REDUCED 
PRICES  FOR  THEIR  PRODUCTS, 

What  can  we  see  developing  at  the  present  time  similar  to  the  events  fol- 
lowing the  first  World  War?  The  most  noticeable  thing  perhaps  is  the  aid  we  are 
giving  European  countries  to  reconstruct,  Europe  has  recovered  much  slower  from 

this  war  THAN  THE  first,  MAINLY  BECAUSE  OF  THE  EXTENSIVE  DESTRUCTION  CAUSED  BY 

the  war.  However,  one  day  they  will  recover  and  as  before  they  will  attempt  to 

BECOME  SELF-SUFFICIENT,  THEY  WILL  NO  LONGER  RECEIVE  LOANS  FROM  AMERICA  TO  PUR- 
CHASE surplus  American  products. 

Many  acres  of  marginal  and  sub-marginal  land  were  again  plowed  up  during 
this  war.  In  Wyoming  it  is  evident  that  this  plow-up  did  not  stop  with  the  ending 
of  the  war.  Thus,  the  problem  of  getting  this  land  back  into  grass  so  it  can  3E 
properly  utilized  is  still  with  us. 

Cur  farm  production  is  f/3  greater  now  than  at  any  time  prior  to  the  war. 
In  other  words,  we  again  have  more  acres  producing  more  efficiently  than  ever  be- 
fore, True,  the  demand  has  remained  high  and  will  remain  so  as  long  as  our  pro- 
gram to  help  foreign  countries  to  reconstruct  continues.  What  will  the  demand  for 

OUR  FARM  PRODUCTS  BE  WHEN  THESE  COUNTRIES  ARE  FINALLY  BACK  TO  NORMAL?  W|LL  WE 
AGAIN  BE  PLAGUED  WITH  SURPLUSES  AND  HAVE  AN  EVEN  GREATER  PROBLEM  OF  SUPPORTING 

farm  prices? 
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These  are  but  a tew  of  the  problems  that  we  will  be  faced  with  in  the 
future.  Our  present  farm  program  has  many  features  that  wi ll  help  us  meet  and 

SOLVE  THESE  PROBLEMS,  SUCH  AS 5 

!•  Production  goals  which  furnish  a guide  for  producing  the  right  amount 
OF  THE  RIGHT  COMMODITIES. 

2*  Acreage  allotments  and  payments  to  absorb  the  shock  of  adjustment 

FROM  WAR-TIME  to  a PEACE-TIME  PRODUCTION, 

3.  Marketing  o.uotas  which  place  a limit  on  the  marketing  of  crops  of 
which  large  supplies  are  on  hand. 

4.  Commodity  loans  which  permit  producers  to  obtain  a loan  on  certain 
commodities  at  harvest  time  and  still  retain  title  to  the  commodity;  thus,  being 

ABLE  TO  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  RISING  PRICES. 

3.  Price  support  programs  that  support  the  prices  of  certain  commodities 
at  90$  OF  PARITY. 


6.  Last  but  not  least,  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  which  pro- 
vides INCENTIVE  PAYMENTS  FOR  CARRYING  OUT  CERTAIN  SOIL  CONCERNING  PRACTICES. 

Thus,  we  have  a program  that  is  flexible  enough  to  take  care  of  surpluses 
OR  SHORTAGES;  TO  MEET  CHANGING  PRICES ) to  provide  an  ever  normal  grainery,  and  to 
MAINTAIN  AND  BUILD  UP  FERTILITY  AND  PREVENT  THE  LOSS  OF  SOIL  THROUGH  EROSION.  OUR 
ADDITIONAL  PROBLEMS  HAVE  TO  DO  WITH  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A GREATER  MARKET  FOR  OUR 
PRODUCTS,  WHICH  MEANS  RESEARCH  AS  A MEANS  OF  DEVELOPING  MORE  USES  FOR  FARM  PRO- 
DUCTS: AND  DEVELOPING  A GREATER  FOREIGN  TRADE  BY  BREAKING  DOWN  TRADE  BARRIERS  BE- 

TWEEN THIS  COUNTRY  AND  OTHER  COUNTRIES. 

The  QUESTION  THAT  Has  BEEN  RAISED  MOST  OFTEN  ABOUT  THE  FARM  PROGRAM  IS 
WHY  FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS  SHOULD  RECEIVE  ACP  PAYMENTS  FOR  CARRYING  OUT  SOIL-BUILD- 
ING  PRACTICES.  THERE  ARE  A NUMBER  OF  REASONS  WHY  ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  FARMER  IN  HIS 
EFFORT  To  CONSERVE  SOIL  IS  JUSTIFIABLE.  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  REASONS  WAS 
PLAINLY  DEMONSTRATED  BY  AGRI CULTURE*  S SPLENDID  RESPONSE  DURING  WORLD  WaR  II  IN 
MEET  { NC*  UNPRECEDENTED  DEMANDS  FOR  FOOD  AND  F I 3ER.  WHEN  WARS  COME,  AS  THEY  ALWAYS 
HAVE,  NEW  FACTORIES  AND  SHOPS  CAN  BE  BUILT  RATHER  QUICKLY  TO  PRODUCE  THE  MATERIALS 
NEEDED.,  Such  IS  NOT  THE  case  WITH  AGRICULTURE.  THE  CONSERVATION  OF  GOOD  FERTILE 
SOI*.  IS  A NEVER-ENDING  TASK  THAT  REQUIRES  CONSTANT  VIGILENCE  AND  CARE.  THE  RE- 
BUILDING OF  SOILS  FROM  WHICH  FERTILITY  HAS  BEEN  TAKEN  REQUIRES  YEARS  OF  CONSERVA- 
TION FARMING.  We  WILL  DO  WELL  TO  REMEMBER  THAT  THE  SAME  SOIL  WHICH  PRODUCES  OUR 
FOOD  AND  FIBER  TODAY  MUST  ALSO  PRODUCE  THE  FOOD  AND  FIBER  FOR  THE  GENERATIONS  TO 
FOLLOW,  BOTH  DURING  PEACE  AND  DURING  TIMES  OF  EMERGENCY. 

We  MUST  REMEMBER  THAT  OUR  POPULATION  IS  INCREASING,  THUS  EACH  ACRE  WILL 

have  to  produce  the  food  for  a greater  number  of  people.  This  fact,  plus  the  high 

DEGREE  OF  SPECIALIZATION  THAT  NOW  EXISTS  IN  THIS  COUNTRY,  ME \N S THAT  EVERYONE  HAS 
A GREATER  RESPONSIBILITY  WITH  RESPECT  TO  OUR  GREATEST  OF  ALL  NATIONAL  RESOURCES, 

the  soil.  We  cannot  expect  the  farmers  of  this  country  to  carry  the  FULL  BURDEN 

OF  PROTECTING  AND  CONSERVING  THIS  NATIONAL  RESOURCE.  ALSO,  THE  FACT  THAT  A MAN 
MAY  OWN  AND  PAY  TAXES  ON  HIS  LAND  DOES  NOT  GIVE  HIM  THE  RIGHT  TO  DESTROY  THAT  LAND 
SO  IT  IS  OF  NO  VALUE  TO  THE  REST  OF  THE  NATION  OR  TO  FUTURE  GENERATIONS.  It  IS 
A NATIONAL  PROBLEM  AND  MUST,  OF  NECESSITY,  BE  TREATED  AS  SUCH.  PRODUCERS  MUST  BE 
GIVEN  THE  INCENTIVE  TO  PROTECT  THE  SOIL  IN  THE  FORM  OF  ASSISTANCE  FROM  ALL  THE 
OTHER  PEOPLE  IN  THE  NATION. 
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PART  ! 


1946  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 

During  the  last  six  months  of  1 9^+5 » county  and  community  commi tteemen 

HELD  MEETINGS  AT  WHICH  THEY  BEGAN  TO  FORMULATE  THE  1 9^-6  A©HI  CULTURAL  CONSERVATION 

Program.  Out  of  these  meetings  came  recommendations  for  changes  in  practices 
CARRIED  IN  THE  1945  program  and  also  recommendations  for  new  conservation  prac- 
tices. The  recommendations  of  the  county  and  community  committeemen  were  sub- 
mitted TO  THE  STATE  COMMITTEE  AND  WERE  USED  AS  THE  NUCLEUS  OF  THE  1946  AGRICUL- 
TURAL Conservation  Program.  Because  of  the  sound  conservation  embodied  in  program 

RECOMMENDATIONS  SUBMITTED  BY  COUNTY  COMMITTEES,  THE  STATE  COMMITTEE  WAS  ABLE  TO 
RETAIN  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  PRACTICES  FROM  THE  ! 94^  PROGRAM  AND  WAS  ALSO  ABLE  TO 
SUPPORT  THE  INCLUSION  OF  SEVERAL  NEW  CONSERVATION  PRACTICES.  AMONG  THE  NEW  PRAC- 
TICES INCLUDED  WAS  ONE  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  NEW  LARGE  WATER  STORAGE  TANKS  FOR 
THE  PURPOSE  OF  PROVIDING  A RESERVE  SUPPLY  OF  WATER  FOR  LIVESTOCK  ON  RANGELAND. 

Another  inclusion  was  in  the  form  of  a practice  providing  for  the  construction  of 

LIVESTOCK  TRAILS  ON  RANGELAND  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PROVIDING  PASSAGE  TO  LIVESTOCK 
, THROUGH  OR  AROUND  NATURAL  BARRIERS. 

County  and  community  committeemen,  following  receipt  of  final  1946  pro- 
gram REGULATIONS,  CONCENTRATED  THEIR  EFFORTS  ON  THE  1946  FARM  PLAN  SIGN-UP.  MOST 
OF  THE  FARMERS  DESIRING  TO  PARTICIPATE  SIGNED  THEIR  FARM  PLANS  DURING  MaRCH  AND 

April.  By  May  1,  the  deadline  date  for  signing  farm  plans,  7»l6l  farms  and  ranches 

IN  THE  STATE  WERE  COVERED  BY  CONSERVATION  PLANS  AND  WERE  ELIGI3LE  TO  PARTICIPATE 
IN  THE  PROGRAM* 

In  ATTEMPTING  TO  CARRY  OUT  THEIR  PLANNED  CONSERVATION  NEEDS,  FARMERS  AND 
RANCHERS  ENCOUNTERED  MANY  DIFFICULT  PROBLEMS.  PHOSPHATE  SUPPLIES  WERE  SCARCE  IN 
MANY  AREAS.  CONSTRUCTION  PRACTICES  WERE  SERIOUSLY  LIMITED  BY  SHORTAGES  OF  MATER- 
IALS. Windmills,  windmill  towers,  well  casings,  cylinders,  pumps,  and  pipe  fittings 

WERE  EXTREMELY  DIFFICULT  TO  SECURE;  AND  CONSEQUENTLY,  PRESENTED  ALMOST  UNSURMOUNT- 
! ABLE  DIFFICLUTIES  TO  EVERY  RANGE  OPERATOR  WHO  ATTEMPTED  TO  DRILL  A LIVESTOCK  ’WELL. 

Dirt*  MOVING  AND  IRRIGATION  CONSTRUCTION  PRACTICES  WERE  SERIOUSLY  HELD  UP 
BECAUSE  OF  SHORTAGES  IN  MATERIALS  AND  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT.  ADVERSE  WEATHER 
CONDITIONS  PREVAILING  THROUGHOUT  THE  FALL  PREVENTED  CARRYING  OUT  MANY  PRACTICES. 

Shortages  in  the  labor  supply  affected  the  completion  of  many  practices 

SINCE  OPERATORS  WERE  UNABLE  TO  SECURE  ENOUGH  LABOR  TO  PERFORM  REGULAR  FARM  WORK 
AND  ALSO  ADDITIONAL  WORK  ON  CONSERVATION  PRACTICES. 

IN  SPITE  OF  ALL  THESE  OBSTACLES,  THE  FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS  OF  THE  STATE 
CARRIED  THROUGH  TO  COMPLETION  THE  SECOND  LARGEST  CONSERVATION  YEAR  SINCE  THE  IN- 
CEPTION OF  THE  PROGRAM.  FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS  ALIKE  MIGHT  WELL  BE  PROUD  OF  THE 
CONTRIBUTION  THEY  MADE  IN  1946  TOWARD  PRODUCING  NEEDED  CROPS  TO  MEET  UNPRECEDENTED 
DEMANDS.  AT  THE  SAME  TIME,  THROUGH  THE  APPLICATION  OF  PROPER  CONSERVATION  PRAC- 
TICES, THEY  MADE  CERTAIN  THAT  SOIL  FERTILITY  WAS  NOT  BEING  LOST  AND  ALSO  THAT 

WINDS  AND  WATER  WERE  NOT  ALLOWED  TO  DESTROY  GOOD  WYOMING  TOPSOIL. 

\ 
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NUHOEK  GF  FARMS  AND  ACREAGES  OF  FARM  LAND,  CROP  LAND,  GRAZING  LAND 
MOUNTAIN  MEADOW  LAND  AND  COUNTY  TOTALS 
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PART  I I 

1946  COMi.'DD  I TV  LOAN  PROGRAM 


Producers  who  participated  in  the  commodity  loan  program  were  guar- 
anteed SUPPORT  PRICE  ON  THE  COMMODITIES  PLACED  UNDER  LOAN . THROUGH  THE  PRO- 
GRAM, MANY  PRODUCERS  REALIZED  SUBSTANTIAL  RETURNS  ABOVE  THE  SUPPORT  PRICE  SINCE 
THE  MARKET  PRICE  ON  MOST  COMMODITIES  HAD  ADVANCED  OURtNG  THE  LOAN  PERIOD* 

Irish  potatoes  were  the  predomi nat i ng  commodity  under  loan.  The  fol- 
lowing TABLE  SHOWS  THE  1946  PROGRAM  IN  COMPARJSION  TO  (9^'  AND  1 9^5  * 


Year 

No.  OF 
Loans 

Bushels  of  Potatoes 

UNDER  LOAN 

Amount  loaned 

1944 

24 

120,531 

$ 83,407*0° 

t9U5 

260 

315,685 

532,699.00 

1 946 

32! 

1,319. 5^1 

721,737-00 

Increased  yields  per  acre  and  the  unfavorable  outlook  for  the  potato 

MARKET  AT  HARVEST  T I .ME , DUE  TO  THE  LARGE  NATIONAL  SURPLUS,  WERE  GREAT  FACTORS  fiN 
ACCOUNTING  FOR  THE  INCREASE  IN  THE  NUMBER  OF  LOANS  AND  THE  QUANTITY  UNDER  LOAN 
AS  COMPARED  TO  THE  TWO  PREVIOUS  YEARS* 

Wheat  was  next  in  order  of  predominance  with  110  loans  on  332,5^9 
BUSHELS*  In  1945,  THERE  WERE  220  LOANS  ON  39^,S19  BUSHELS*  ALMOST  AS  MUCH 
WHEAT  WAS  UNDER  LOAN  IN  19^6  AS  WAS  UNDER  LOAN  IN  1945*  ALTHOUGH  THE  NUMBER  OF 
LOANS  IN  1946  WAS  ONE  HALF  THE  NUMBER  IN  | 94p.  PRODUCERS  WHO  SOLD  WHEAT  WHICH 
HAD  BEEN  UNDER  LOAN  OBTAINED  CONSIDERABLY  MORE  THAN  LOAN  VALUE, 

MOST  PRODUCERS  SOLD  THEtR  1946  WHEAT  AT  TIME  OF  HARVEST  AT  THE  THEN 
FAIRLY  GOOD  PRICE,  SOME  PRODUCERS  KEPT  THEIR  WHEAT  IN  STORAGE  AND  DID  NOT  OB- 
TAIN a loan.  Others  put  their  '-heat  under  loan  to  be  guaranteed  loan  value, 

WITH  A CHANCE  OF  ODT  INING  MORE  THAN  LOAN  VALUE,  AND  TO  DE  PROTECTED  BY  THE  IN- 
SURANCE PROVIDED  FOR  IN  THE  LOAN  FEE  * THE  EXTREME  BOX  CAR  SHORTAGE  AT  HARVEST 
TIME  INFLUENCED  THE  AMOJNT  OF  WHEAT  P< T IN  STORAGE  ON  THE  FARM  AND  IN  LOCAL  ELE- 
VATORS, 


Barley  loans  were  again  available  in  1946,  but  there  were  only  o loans 

ON  0,761  DUSHELS.  ONLY  ONE  PRODUCER  OBTAINED  A LOAN  ON  OATS  IN  FARM  STORAGE  ON 
54 1 BUSHELS.  The  MARKET  PRICE  AT  HARVEST  TIME  WAS  GOOD  AND  THE  DEMAND  FOR  B A.R— 
LEY  AND  OATS  FOR  FEED  WAS  GREAT,  t'/iOST  OF  THE  BARLEY  AND  OATS  PRODUCED  IN  V.'YOMl  NG 
STAYS  ON  THE  FARM  FOR  FEED  AND  SEED. 

NO  LOANS  WERE  MADE  ON  OTHER  ELIGIBLE  COMMODITIES  ALTHOUGH  THE  FACT 
THAT  LOANS  WERE  AVAILABLE  HELPED  TO  OBTAIN  THE  DESIRED  RESULT  FOR  THE  PRODUCERS. 
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EMERGENCY  WHEAT  PURCHASE  PROGRAM 


COUNTY  AAA  COMMITTEES  HANDLED  THE  PURCHASE  OF  A PART  OF  THE  19^5  CROP 
WHEAT  UNDER  THE  EMERGENCY  WHEAT  PURCHASE  PROGRAM.  THESE  COMMITTEES  DID  AN  EX- 
CELLENT JOD  OF  ADMINISTERING  THE  PROGRAM  AND  MAKING  PAYMENTS*  THIS  IS  ANOTHER 
INSTANCE  WHERE  COUNTY  AAA  COMMITTEES  TOOK  HOLD  OF  A JOD  HANDED  DOWN  TO  THEM  DY 

the  Department  and  carried  the  jog  through  in  an  efficient  manner. 

Growers  who  participated  in  the  program  delivered  their  wheat  to 
approved  elevators  or  warehouses  and  odtained  a certificate  of  delivery.  The 
CERTIFICATE  OF  DELIVERY  WAS  TAKEN  TO  THE  COUNTY  AAA  OFFfCE,  AND  THE  COUNTY  AAA 
COMMITTEE  COMPUTED  THE  APPLICABLE  PRICE  ON  THE  BASIS  OF  THE  TYPE,  GRADE  AttD  PRO- 
TEIN CONTENT  OF  THE  WHEAT  AND  FIGURED  DEDUCTIONS  WHERE  NECESSARY.  MAXIMUM  PRICE 
REGULATIONS  ON  WHEAT5' WERE  USED  AS  A '3  AS  I S FOR  COMPUTING  THE  APPLICABLE  PRICE, 

taking  into  consideration  the  freight  rate  and  freight  tax  deductions  from  the 

APPLICADLE  TERMINAL  MARKET. 

Until  July  {,  19^-6,  county  AAA  committees  issued  sight  drafts  in  pay- 
ment TO  PRODUCERS  FOR  WHEAT  DELIVERED  UNDER  THE  PROGRAM,  AFTER  WHICH  TIME  THE 

Grain  Branch  Office  in  Kansas  City  made  the  payments. 

397,637  BUSHELS  OF  WHEAT  WERE  DELIVERED  UNDER  THE  EMERGENCY  WHEAT 
Purchase  Program  from  Wyoming  which  exceeded  our  estimate  of  275»000  bushels 

AVAILABLE*  THE  30”ceNT  BONUS  HELPED  CONSIDERABLY  TO  BRING  IN  THE  WHEAT. 

County  AAA  committees  received  good  cooperation  from  elevatormen  and 

WAREHOUSEMEN  IN  HANDLING  THE  PROGRAM. 

Growers  who  sold  their  19^-5  wheat  prior  to  increases  in  the  ceiling 

PRI  CE  and/or  PRIOR  TO  THE  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE  30""CE^T  DONUS  WERE  GENERALLY 
DISSATISFIED  WITH  THE  FACT  THAT  THEY  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  AS  MUCH  FOR  THEIR  WHEAT 
AS  THE  GROWERS  WHO  HELD  THEIR  WHEAT  AND  OBTAINED  THE  BENEFIT  OF  CEILING  PRICE 
INCREASES  AND  THE  BONUS. 

Some  flour  deficiency  was  experienced  in  scattered  areas  in  the  State, 

DUE  TO  THE  MOVEMENT  OF  THE  WHEAT  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT.  EMERGENCY  MEASURES  TAKEN 
TO  ALL  EV  f ATE  THE  SITUATION  WERE  ACCOMPLISHED  THROUGH  PK'lA  AND  WERE  QUITE  GENERALLY 
SATISFACTORY  TO  DISTRIBUTORS  AND  CONSUMERS. 
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FART  I I I 

19^6  POTATO  PURCHASE  PROGRAM 


Wyoming  had  its  share  of  the  \yb6  surplus  crop  of  potatoes  and  from 
September  19^6  through  April  30»  19^7 » country  AAA  committees  made  purchases  of 

A LARGE  QUANTITY  OF  POTATOES  FOR  THE  DEPARTMENT, 

The  MARKET  PRICE  OF  POTATOES  FROM  THE  BEGINNING  OF  HARVEST  UNTIL  ABOUT 
, lARCH  I,  19^7  WAS  DEPRESSED  DUE  TO  THE  LARGE  NATIONAL  SURPLUS.  THE  MARKET  PRICE 
RALLIED  FAVORABLY  IN  MARCH  AFTER  A LARGE  QUANTITY  OF  POTATOES  IN  THE  NATION  WAS 
ACQUIRED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  DISPOSED  OF  FOR  LIVESTOCK  FEED  AND  SCHOOL  LUNCH 

outlets.  The  disposition  of  low  grade  and  deteriorating  lots  and  the  sale  of 

POTATOES  FOR  LIVESTOCK  FEED  HELPED  TO  AVOID  SERIOUS  LOSS  TO  THE  GROWERS  AND  TO 

the  Department, 

Very  few  potatoes  were  ’’dumped”  in  Wyoming,  as  most  low  grade  and  de- 
teriorating LOTS  WERE  ACQUIRED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  WERE  SOLD  FOR  LIVESTOCK  FEED, 

Each  county  in  which  there  were  potato  loans,  had  its  own  purchase  office 

AND  A MEMBER  OF  THE  COUNTY  AAA  COMMITTEE  MADE  ALL  PURCHASES  FOR  THE  DEPARTMENT 
WHICH  WERE  NECESSARY  IN  THAT  COUNTY,  THE  COUNTY  AAA  CO MM I TTEE  HANDLED  ALL  CARLOAD 

shipments  made  for  school  lunch  outlets. 

After  potatoes  were  placed  in  storage  under  loan  in  October  19^6,  bor- 
rowers BEGAN  REQUESTING  DELIVERY  OF  20$  OF  THE  POTATOES  UNDER  LOAN  OR  ONE  CAR- 
LOAD, WHICHEVER  WAS  LARGER,  AND  THE  DEPARTMENT  WAS  OBLIGATED  TO  ACCEPT  DELIVERY 
OF  THESE  POTATOES  OR  STAND  THE  DETERIORATION  OF  SUCH  QUANTITY  ELIGIBLE  FOR  DE- 
LIVERY AS  LONG  AS  THAT  QUANTITY  REMAINED  IN  STORAGE. 

The  tables  on  the  next  two  pages  show  the  quantity  of  potatoes  acquired 
by  the  Department  and  the  types  of  disposition  which  were  made  of  the  potatoes 
acqui red. 
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PART  rv 

1946  PRODUCTION  PAYMENT  PROGRAMS 


Sheep  and  lame,  beef,  and  dairy  product)  on  payment  programs  were  in 
operation  during  the  first  six  months  of  1946.  All  of  THESE  PROGRAMS  VVErE  dis- 
continued as  of  June  3^»  1946. 

The  volume  of  payments  in  1946  under  the  sheep  and  lame  and  ceef  pro- 
grams WAS  SMALL  SINCE  MOST  OF  THE  LAMES  AND  CATTLE  ARE  SOLD  DURING  THE  LATTER 
PART  OF  THE  YEAR  IN  THIS  STATE.  THE  VOLUME  OF  DAIRY  PRODUCTION  PAYMENTS,  HOW- 
EVER, HELD  UP  OR  INCREASED  OVER  THAT  OF  THE  FIRST  SIX  MONTHS  OF  THE  PREV I OUS  YEAR. 

These  programs  operated  quite  smoothly  and  seemed  to  be  dell  received 

DY  PRODUCERS.  A FEW  OVERPAYMENTS  WERE  MADE,  DUT  ALMOST  ALL  OF  THESE  WERE  RE- 
COVERED AS  SOON  AS  THEY  WERE  DISCOVERED.  Q’JITE  A FEW  PRODUCERS  LOST,  MISPLACED, 
OR  FAILED  TO  PRESENT  THE  DRAFTS  FOR  PAYMENT  WITHIN  9C  DAYS  WHICH  NECESSITATED 
THE  ISSUANCE  OF  SUBSTITUTE  DRAFTS. 


46 


PART  V 

19^6  SUGAR  BEET  PROGRAM 


The  Sugar  Beet  Program  continued  to  operate  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner  during  19^6,  as  in  past  years. 

The  program  has  been  readily  accepted  by  people  working  with  it.  In- 
structions AND  PROCEDURE  FOR  ITS  OPERATION  HAVE  BEEN  EASILY  UNDERSTOOD  BY  EVERY- 
ONE WORKING  WITH  THE  PROGRAM.  THE  PRICE  SUPPORT  FEATURE  BETWEEN  THE  CCC  AND 
PROCESSORS  WAS  COMPARATIVELY  NEW  TO  SOME  PRODUCERS  AND  MOST  OF  THE  QUESTIONS 
RAISED  BY  PRODUCERS  CONCERNED  THIS  PRICE  SUPPORT  PART  OF  THE  PROGRAM. 

Sugar  companies  continued  to  cooperate  by  furnishing  to  county  AAA 

COMMITTEES  LISTS  OF  GROWERS,  PLANTEO  ACRES,  ETC.,  WH l CH  ASSISTED  THE  COUNTY 
COMMITTEES  TO  COMPLETE  THEIR  DETERMINATIONS  OF  PERFORMANCE. 

The  department's  ASSISTANCE  in  helping  to  supply  labor  was  a contri- 
buting FACTOR  IN  OBTAINING  AN  INCREASE  IN  SUGAR  BEET  ACREAGE  OVER  1945*  lN  1946 
THERE  WERE  PLANTED  39*464  ACRES  AS  COMPARED  TO  3^*9  I 5 ACRES  IN  I 9^5» 

No  VIOLATIONS  OF  THE  LABOR  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  SUGAR  ACT  WERE  REPORTED 
AND  ALL  GROWERS  COMPLIED  WITH  ALL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  ACT. 

APANDONMENT  AND  DEFICIENCY  PAYMENTS  HELPED  GROWERS  WHO  HAD  APPROVED 
ABANDONMENT  ANd/oR  DEFICIENCY.  THIS  PHASE  OF  THE  PROGRAM  PROVIDES  FREE  INSUR- 
ANCE IN  CASES  WHERE  ABANDONMENT  ANd/oR  DEFICIENCY  WERE  DUE  TO  FLOOD,  FREEZE, 
INSECTS,  DISEASE,  DROUGHT,  OR  STORM. 

THE  EXTREME  SHORTAGE  OF  LABOR  IN  THE  PAST  FEW  YEARS  AND  THE  SHORTAGE 

of  some  machinery  has  held  acreage  down.  Fertilizer  was  also  short  in  1946  and 

A LESS-THAN-NORMAL  AMOUNT  PER  ACRE  WAS  APPLIED  TO  BEET  GROUND. 
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NUMBER  OF  PARTICIPATION  FARMS  AND  PRODUCERS 
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DIJSTRf  BtfTiON  Of  NUMBER  OF  PAYEES  AND  PERCENTAGES  OF  PAYEES  AND  PAYMENTS*  BY  SUE  GROUPS 
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PART  VI 

1 946  Crop  I nsurance  Program 


Wheat  was  the 
OFFERED  IN  19^6  IN  THIS 
THE  STATE,  DUT  IS  GROWN 


ONLY  COMMODITY  ON  WHICH  FEDERAL  CROP  INSURANCE  VMS 
STATE.  Wheat  is  n6t  A major  crop  in  all  counties  of 
commercially  to  some  extent  in  about  half  of  them. 


Four  counties  met  the  minimum  requirements  to  make  the  program  effec- 
tive so  crop  insurance  was  limited  to  these  four  counties  in  1 946. 

A SALES  CAMPAI  GN  WAS  CONDUCTED  | N FOUR  OTHER  COUNT  ES  IN  19^+6  DUT  NOT 
ENOUGH  CONTRACTS  WERE  SIGNED  TO  MEET  THE  MINIMUM  REQUIREMENTS.  ADDITIONAL  CON- 
TRACTS WERE  SOLD,  HOWEVER,  IN  THE  FOUR  COUNTIES  THAT  WERE  ALREADY  QUALIFIED. 


Loss  EXPERIENCE  IN  | 9^6  WAS 
TABLE,  OUT  OF  344  FARMS  INSURED  ONLY 
AMOUNTING  TO  4,899  DUSHELS  WERE  JUST 


FAVORADLE.  As  SET 
17  I NDEMNI T I ES  WERE 
TEN  PER  CENT  OF  THE 


FORTH. IN  THE  FOLLOWING 
PAID.  THE  INDEMNITIES 
PREMIUMS  PAID. 
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| 946  Crop  Insurance  Programs 


Tasle  l 


CD 
Q M" 
UJ  CD 


CO  O 
H-  =3 
O Q 


cn  cc 

Y- 


O <*3 

o 


I tu 


«=£ 

UJ 


55 


PART  VII 


1 946  and  1947  Acreage  and  PROoucTfoN  Goals 


The  I 9U6  ACREAGE  AND  PRODUCTT  ON  GOALS  WERE  ESTABLISHED  ON  THE  OASIS 
OF  THE  DETERMINED  PRODUCTION  CAPACITY  OF  AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES  FOR  WYOMI NG . 
The  NEED  FOR  FOOD  AND  FIBER  TO  FEED  A HUNGRY  WORLD  WAS  ALSO  TAKEN  INTO  CON- 
SIDERATION |N  ESTABLISHING  GOALS. 

Although  all  goals  established  for  I9U6  WERE  NOT  ATTAINED,  IT  IS 

GENERALLY  FELT  THAT  THE  MAXIMUM  PRODUCTION  WAS  OBTAINED  WITH  WHAT  LABOR 
AND  EQUIPMENT  THAT  WAS  AVAILABLE  FOR  SEEDING  AND  HARVESTING  THE  19^6  CROPS. 

IN  ESTABLISHING  19^-6  PRODUCTION  GOALS,  TH£  PRODUCTION  CAPACITY  OF  OUR 
FARMS  AND  RANCHES  WAS  TAKEN  INTO  CONSIDERATION.  LM PH  AS  I S WAS  PLACED  ON  THE 
PRODUCTION  OF  THOSE  CROPS  THAT  COULD  BE  BEST  USED  IN  RELIEVING  THE  WORLD  FOOD 
SHORTAGE,  AND  AT  THE  SAME  T I ME. MA I NT A I N I NG  GOOD  FARMING  PRACTICE  IN  ORDER  TO 
CONSERVE  THE  SOIL.  In  WYOMING  AS  IN  THE  PAST,  A GREAT  DEAL  OF  EMPHASIS  WAS 
PLACED  ON  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  SUGAR  BEETS. 
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Tacle  | 


Harvested  acres 

No  GOALS  ESTABLISHED 
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PART  VI  I I 

I 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  ACTIVITIES 

Calendar  Year  Ending  December  31 > 1946 


Most  special  service  activities  were  discontinued  during  the  last 

FEW  MONTHS  OF  (945  AND  THE  FIRST  MONTH  OR  TWO  OF  1946. 

One  of  the  activities  that  carried  on  for  serveral  months  of  1946 
WAS  the  issuance  of  veteran1 s preference  certificated  for  new  farm  machiney. 

These  certificates  in  many  instances  undouctedly  enaoled  veterans  to  service 
farm  machinery  and  get  started  farming.  They  did,  however,  draw  some  criticism 

FROM  DOTH  MACHINERY  DEALERS  AND  ESTADL l SHED  FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS.  THEY  DOTH 

maintained  that  the  certificates  were  used  as  ’’hunting  licenses”  and  kept  ma- 
chinery FROM  GOING  WHERE  IT  WOULD  DO  THE  MOST  GOOD.  THERE  WERE  A FEW  REPORTS, 
TOO,  THAT  CERTIFICATES  WERE  USED  DY  VETERANS  TO  ODT A I N NEW  MACHINERY  WHO  THEN 
RESOLD  IT  AT  GREATLY  INCREASED  PRICES. 

Another  activity  that  took  consideradle  time  at  doth  the  county  and 

STATE  LEVEL,  WAS  THEHANDL1NG  OF  FARM  CONSTRUCTION  APPLICATIONS  UNDERTHE  VETERANrS 

Housing  Program, 

The  following  tadle  indicates  the  volume  of  construction  applications 

HANDLED. 


I 


Veterans*  Housing  Program 


Tacle  1 
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PART  IX 

SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGRAM 


Administration  of  the  School  Lunch  Program  in  Wyoming  was  under- 
taken FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BY  A STATE  AGENCY.  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  CHARITIES 
and  Reform  was  the  agency  designated  by  the  governor  to  administer  the  pro- 
gram. The  department  of  Education  was  not  designated  because  enabling  leg- 
islation was  required  before  they  could  handle  federal  funds  requiring 
matching.  This  legislation  was  obtained  and  the  Department  of  Education 
TOOK  OVER  THE  ADMINISTRATION  IN  MaRCH,  19^7* 

Both  State  agencies  handling  the  administration  of  the  program 

WERE  LIMITED  IN  THEIR  OPERATIONS  BECAUSE  OF  THE  LACK  OF  SUFFICIENT  PERSON- 
NEL. This  condition  made  it  necessary  that  personnel  from  the  State  PMA 

OFFICE  ASSIST  THE  STATE  AGENCY  WITH  THEIR  WORK.  DESPtTE  THIS  STATE  AGENCY 
PERSONNEL  HANDICAP,  CONSIDERABLE  INCREASE  WAS  MADE  IN  THE  PROGRAM  OVER  THE 
PREVIOUS  YEARS.  THERE  WERE  97  AGREEMENTS  COVERING  137  SCHOOLS  'WI TH  AN  AVER- 
AGE  DAILY  ATTENDANCE  OF  I I , 5^7* 

? 

There  were  69  schools  that  made  application  for  $3*  * 1 99  of  non- 
food ASSISTANCE.  FEDERAL  FUNDS  ACTUALLY  EXPENDED  FOR  NON-FOOD  ASSISTANCE 

in  Wyoming  totalled  $19,227. 
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Table  I 

NUMBER  .OF  SCHOOLS  AND  PARTICIPATION,  PUBLIC  AND/OR  PRIVATE 


Number  of  | I^mser  oF  Schools 
agreements  i Under  Agreement 

Oai ly  School 
Attendance 

Aver A6E  Daily 
Participation 

Number  of  Schools  Receiving 
Direct  Distribution 

i 

97  j 1ST 

i 

23,836 

11,547 

1 

i 

l 

95 

♦ 

I 

Table  II 

Amount  of  Money  Spent  for  Food  and  Services 


Type 

Lunch 

Total 
No • Me  alb 

No*  Serveo  at  J 

No  Cost  or  Re-  • Expenditures  of 

DUCEf)  RATES  ( FEDERAL  FUNDS 

All  other  funds  Expended 
for  Fooo  and  Services 

; 

A 

B 

_ c 

Total 

i 

1,805,809 

2,622 

106,075 

1,914,506 

1 21.338  : 155,721 

1 ,76C  f 105 

[4,033  : 2,1  22 

1 37,132  j 157,948 

i ! 

383,464 
1 27 
5,248 
388,839 

Table  III 


NON-FOOD  ASSISTANCE 


Number  of  Schoos  that 
Applied  for  Assistance 

Total  Amount  Applied 
For  by  All  Schools 

Total  Amount 
Expendei 

Federal  Funds 
Expended 

r. — : "■ 

69 

' 31,199 

i . 

22,697 

i 

19,227 

...... 

/ , • 
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-> 
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PART  X 
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DIRECT  DISTRIBUTION 


The  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Reform  continued  to  function 
as  the  State  Distributing  Agency.  All  commodities  were  distributed  by 
this  agency  from  State  institutions  in  Rawlins  and  Riverton  or  from  a 
warehouse  in  Casper.  Distribution  was  made  directly  to  institutions  and 
schools  by  the  use  of  two  trucks.  This  was  an  expensive  operation  for 
the  State  agency  as  they  did  this  at  no  cost  to  the  schools* 

• 

A LARGE  PORTION  OF  THE  JOB  OF  ALLOCATING  COMMOD I TES  TO  SCHOOLS 
AND  INSTITUTIONS  WAS  DONE  IN  THE  STATE  PMA  OFFICE.  THIS  WAS  DONE  BECAUSE 
OF  THE  SHORTAGE  OF  PERSONNEL  IN  THE  DISTRIBUTING  AGENCY. 

Many  commodities  were  received  far  too  late  to  be  fully  utilized 

DURING  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR.  THI S SHOULD  BE  AVOIDED  IN  FUTURE  YEARS  IF  AT  ALL 
POSSIBLE. 


All  in  all,  the  distribution  program  worked  very  well  and  all 

RECIPIENTS  EXPRESSED  THEIR  THANKS  FOR  COMMODITIES  RECEIVED.  ASSISTANCE 
TO  SCHOOLS  BY  THIS  MEANS  IS  IN  MANY  CASES  BETTER  THAN  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADES 

There  was  only  one  active  Food  Distribution  Advi soryCommittee 
in  Wyoming.  This  committee  was  of  great  assistance  in  the  Potato  Abund- 
ant Food  Campaign.  They  met  twice  on  this  campaign  and  did  much  to  make 

IT  A SUCESS  IN  THE  CmSPER  AREA. 

Throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year  they  were  on  an  inactive 
BASIS,  HOWEVER , MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  WERE  CONTACTED  WITH  RESPECT  TO 
OTHER  DISTRIBUTION  PROBLEMS. 


FAT  SALVAGE 


PMA  State  Office  activites  were  limited  to  publicity  and  hand- 
ling PROBLEMS  RELATIVE  TO  PICK-UP  SERVICE.  CAMPAIGNS  WERE  CARRIED  OUT  ON 
A COUNTY  BASIS  AND  ALL  PUBLICITY  WAS  LOCALIZED  AS  MUCH  AS  POSSIBLE.  FaT 
SALVAGE  COLLECTIONS  IN  WYOMING  FOLLOWED  PRETTY  MUCH  THE  NATIONAL  PATTERN. 


Table  I 


DIRECT  Dl  STRI  BUT  ION 


63 
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1 NST  ITUT  IONS 

Agreements 

Schools 

Schools 

53  AN  1 

Sec.  V| 

Sec#  32 

PUBL  1C 

PRI VATE 

5 1 *s 

OTHER 

I 

jTOTAL  NUMBER 

93  . - 

95 

7 

( 

1 

> 

96 

I 

Potatoes  IOC# 

92 

7 

1 

i 

■ Onions  50# 

88 

7 

1 

i Canned  Green  Beans  6/lO's 

83 

! Beets  24/2 *s 

89 

1 Carrots  24/2*s 

76 

j Carrots  24/2§-*s 

78 

! Pineapple  6/I0*s 

93 

; Tomato  Flakes  6/lO's 

90 

i Chicken  Noodle  Soup  - 

125/2^-oz.  pkgs. 

78 

■ American  Cheese  - 

6-5#  Loaves  Case 

93 

Apricot  J am  G/lO's 

93 

Peach  Jam  6/1'0's 

93 

Plum  Jam  6/l0*s 

93 

Orange  Juice  6/l  0*t 

92 

Tomato  Juice  1 2/46  Oz. 

93 

Canned  Apricots  6/10's 

93 

Canned  Figs  6/l0*s 

93 

Canneo  Peaches  6/l  0*s 

92 

